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We don't know when it all started, but 

many people in China now celebrate  

American Thanksgiving.  By the time 

you receive this issue of GCM, 

Thanksgiving 2020 will have passed. 

Think with me now: as we approach 

the end of this year, how can we be 

grateful for China and the churches in 

China? The sudden virus outbreak at 

the beginning of the year came from 

Wuhan and spread to the rest of the 

world. All GCM readers have been 

affected by the pandemic, and 

maintaining social distancing is now 

the new normal. In many places 

people still cannot gather for worship 

on Sundays. People have moved 

many activities into cyberspace. What 

is even more distressing is the 

constant increase in the number of 

deaths due to the pandemic. 

Some years ago, this writer spent 

Thanksgiving Sunday in north 

Thailand, in a village largely 

populated by veterans of the former 

Republic of China. They were simple, 

elderly farmers with Sichuan or 
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Yunnan accents, and they were 

carrying their own agricultural 

produce - large bags of rice, baskets 

of fruit, and large handfuls of green 

onions and ginger that had just been 

picked. The elderly women brought 

cakes and chicken. They all 

contributed and sang “Thank the 

Lord” while moving to the front of 

the church, respectfully placing their 

offerings of produce around the 

podium. 

Sitting in the front row of the church, 

I witnessed this “march of 

thanksgiving.” Tears welled up in my 

eyes, and I thanked God with them.  

They told me that whether the harvest 

is good or bad, and even if their 

health is in decline, they always feel 

God's favor and love. “Thanksgiving” 

is their attitude of worship to God 

and a way of life.  

2020 is a very special year. It has 

connected us with China, no matter 

where we live. GCM readers are a 

special group – you are very 

concerned about China’s 

development, and pray regularly for 

God’s church in China. Naturally, 

you will also be concerned about the 

Chinese church during this pandemic. 

But in what other ways is 2020 

significant to the Chinese church? 

2020 marks the fortieth anniversary 

of the publication of the “National 

Report to Brothers and Sisters in the 

Lord” booklet. It was published in 

1980, by the former Standing 

Committee of the Three-Self Patriotic 

Movement, not long after the 

Cultural Revolution had ended. This 

writer still remembers that day. The 

feeling of excitement and 

thankfulness is hard to describe. A 

few years later, someone wrote in 

Tianfeng (A Three-Self publication) 

that it was as though they had 

emerged alive from a long shadow of 

death. The forty years that have 

followed since then have been some 

of the most exciting in the 

development of Christianity in China 

since Morrison came to China over 

200 years ago. For all Christians 

everywhere, it is worth remembering 

and reflecting on God’s grace as 

shown to today’s Chinese church. 

Forty years have passed in the blink 

of an eye. Despite some setbacks, the 

number of Christians in China 

continues to grow. Across the whole 

of Chinese society - rural areas, 

cities, campuses, factories – wherever 

you look, you can find Christians 

gathering, singing and praying. Some 

church buildings with prominent 

crosses have become landmarks. 

Christians have spread the gospel to 

all segments of society, with 

thanksgiving and enthusiasm in the 

Lord. Through publications and 

online presence, Christians send an 

(Continued on page 7 ) 
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1 As Covid-19 has stabilized in 
China, many activities have 

resumed. However, the official 
churches nationwide are still 
closed, waiting for further notice 
from the government before they 
can reopen. Pray that church 
services can resume as soon as 
possible.  

2 As official churches have not 
yet resumed, house gatherings 

are becoming more common. These 
gatherings are facing attacks from 
officials because they are illegal. 
Pray that Christians will be able to 
meet regularly and safely.  

3 Pray for L, a church worker. 
When he tried to return to his 

home town, hoping to resume 
service at the church, he found it 
was closed down for inspection. He 
and his family were told to leave. 
They were forced to move to a 
nearby small town, but faced 
expulsion there too. May God 
prepare a suitable place to live for 
this family of four. 

4 Pray for W who serves at a 
house church. His church has 

been part of the official church 
system, and was able to enjoy 
much autonomy during the past 
few years. However, it is now 
difficult to function under the 
current administrative order of “no 
private gatherings”. The church 
leader is in a dilemma, as the 
church members are hoping that 
gatherings will resume as soon as 
possible. Pray that God will give W 
wisdom. 

5 In recent years, it has been 
difficult for churches to run 

youth ministries because there is a 
ban on religious activities for those 
under 18. But some church workers 
have been able to reach out through 
counseling or tutoring. Pray for 
church workers who focus on youth 
ministries.  

6 Although it is illegal to run 
children’s Sunday school 

programs, there are still ongoing 
informal children ministries in 
different areas. Those involved in 
children’s ministries are under a lot 
of pressure. For example, any 
government employee found to be 
involved in these activities will be 
dismissed. Pray for these faithful 
brothers and sisters.  

7 Every December, churches in 
China usually organize 

carolling or visits to elder care 
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homes. Due to this year’s social 
atmosphere and restrictions, these 
activities are unlikely to happen. 
May God grant wisdom to churches 
to find ways to demonstrate God’s 
love this Christmas.  

8 During Christmas time, 
Christians with artistic gifts 

usually distribute literature or art 
work with evangelistic messages 
through various platforms. They are 
sure to encounter resistance this 
year. May the Lord provide suitable 
channels, and use their artwork to 
bless many.   

9 A certain Mr. Zhang found and 
downloaded VPN software 

through Baidu, the most popular 
search engine in China. The local 
police caught him while he was 
using it to search for information on 
Wikipedia. He was charged with 
“use of non-statutory channels for 
international networking” and 
received an administrative penalty. 
Pray that God will protect brothers 
and sisters who search online for 
Bible study materials.  

10 By 2033, the government 
estimates that more than 20% 

of the population will be over 65, 
so the issue of an ageing population 
is becoming more serious. They 
need to implement a “three-child 
policy” as soon as possible. The 
government has been controlling 
family size for over forty years – 

may they soon realize that this kind 
of control is in God’s hands, and 
learn to respect the natural laws of 
population growth.  

11 Beijing used to ban street 
vendors because they make 

the city look disorderly. However, 
their policy has now changed, and 
citizens are allowed to sell on the 
street again, in order to boost the 
economy. Pray for those who 
depend on street vending for their 
livelihood in order to get through 
the cold winter. May God have 
mercy.  

12 Christmas is just around the 
corner. May God strengthen 

and grant wisdom to church 
workers, so that churches can 
meaningfully celebrate Christ’s 
birth this year, in spite of 
restrictions.   

13 Traditionally, church 
members make time to visit 

elder care homes and hospital 
patients at this time of year. These 
visits may not be possible this year. 
Pray that Christians will be able to 
find ways to share God’s love with 
elderly people and hospital patients.  

14 Due to the outbreak of   
Covid-19, the Chinese have 

mixed feelings about flu shots. 
There have been incidents with fake 
vaccines in the past, so people tend 
not to trust vaccines made in China; 
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they would rather buy more 
expensive imported vaccines. 
However, it is not always easy to 
find trusted sources of imported 
vaccines. May God have mercy.   

15 As winter closes in, heating 
is a huge issue for farmers in 

the north. The government has 
demolished brick furnaces, but 
farmers cannot afford costly natural 
gas for heating, the only viable 
alternative. Some old farmers stay 
in their kitchen all day long in order 
to keep warm, but kitchen smoke is 
often poisonous. May God have 
mercy on these poor rural families.   

16 Pray for a rural pastor L and 
his family. With many 

migrant workers returning to their 
village, they are excited to see God 
opening doors to share the gospel. 
However, some profit seekers try to 
report “illegal gatherings” in order 
to get a monetary reward. Pray for 
God’s protection over this pastor.   

17 In the past, rural church 
believers have given away 

hand-made paintings with gospel 
messages as a way to celebrate 
Christmas and the New Year. 
However, this year any materials 
with religious content are under 
strict investigation and those that 
distribute them may be punished. 
Some Christians decided to do 
scripture calligraphy instead. May 

God bless those who are making 
and distributing these pieces of 
work.  

18 A rural church used to meet 
at the home of an elderly 

sister who was their leader. After 
she passed away, her children were 
unable to inherit the property 
because the government 
confiscated her house, claiming that 
illegal religious activities had been 
held there. May God’s justice be 
seen in this situation. 

19 The church mentioned 
yesterday now has no 

meeting place or spiritual leader, 
creating great difficulties for this 
vibrant church. Pray that God will 
raise up and prepare young leaders 
in the vast rural areas.  

20 In the past, churches have 
held evangelistic gatherings 

on the Sunday before Christmas. 
Pray for creative and practical ways 
for them to reach out this year, to 
share the good news and 
demonstrate God’s love.  

21 Many urban Christian 
families have the tradition of 

buying Christmas gifts for their 
children. Pray that these gifts will 
be meaningful, and will convey the 
message that the greatest gift is 
God’s Son Jesus. 
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22 Remember churches all 
around the world that 

minister to Chinese students during 
the Christmas season. Pray that 
overseas Chinese will have the 
opportunity to hear the good news 
wherever they are located.  

23 Let us remember all the 
pastors all over the country. 

Thank the Lord for enabling them 
to stand firm in his Word over the 
past year, and to share his love and 
peace with his people.  

24 Today is Christmas Eve. 
May God’s people 

experience his shalom (John 20:21) 
in the midst of these turbulent 
times. May the music and meaning 
of Silent Night ring in the hearts of 
many Christians. 

25 This Christmas falls on a 
weekend. Pray that Christian 

families will enjoy memorable 
celebrations.  

26 Pray for pastors in China 
who are imprisoned because 

of their faith. Remember their 
families also. They may not be in 
prison, but they are often closely 
monitored. No one can deliver 
Christmas gifts to them, but may 
the touch of God’s gracious hand 
bring comfort to their hearts.  

27 Rural churches in China will 
want to have a special 

Christmas gathering today; may the 

Lord be gracious to them. Whether 
they can gather or not, may 
Christians be thankful and 
confident in God’s sovereignty. 
May they continue to be eager to 
share his good news.   

28 Many churches hold 
meetings during this time to 

reflect upon the past year. May God 
enable them to discern His mercy 
and power in 2020. May God 
strengthen their faith and grant 
them wisdom as they move forward 
into 2021.  

29 Remember cross-cultural 
missionaries and their 

families. Pray especially for those 
who are in areas that are hostile 
towards Christianity. May God 
provide for them and protect them; 
may He grant good health to their 
children and keep their marriages 
strong when facing challenges. 

30 Pray for all who are in 
authority. May the Spirit 

open their eyes to see that this 
world is God’s world.  May the 
events of 2020 remind them to put 
away selfishness, arrogance, and 
stubbornness, and to seek true 
wisdom.  

31 We give thanks for God’s 
guidance and blessing on His 

people during 2020. We trust that 
He will continue to fulfill his 
purposes through His church in 
2021.  
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endless stream of scriptures, gospel 

stories, and training courses to those 

in need. Chinese missionaries have 

been sent overseas. The 1980s saw 

rapid growth and development in the 

rural churches, and the 1990s were 

years of significant urban church 

growth and development. Campus 

ministries have also developed 

rapidly, and since 2010, the Chinese 

church has been interacting with the 

universal church more and more. 

Forty years ago, the Cultural 

Revolution was recent history, and 

yet Chinese Christianity seemed to be 

everywhere. Christians were busy 

restarting church services, 

announcing the publication of bibles 

and other Christian books, resuming 

public distribution of the monthly 

Tianfeng magazine, and planning to 

set up seminaries to train urgently 

needed new pastors. At the same 

time, they were actively promoting 

relationships with Christians 

overseas.  

Someone recently said this: “In the 

past forty years, due to the promotion 

of healthy and orderly development 

of the Chinese church, more people 

are willing to listen to the gospel and 

testify to Christ.”  

However, this speaker, representing 

the only legal entity for Christianity 

in China, has actually been busy 

erasing the word “Christ” from many 

public arenas. More recently, the 

management and control of online 

Christian information has 

strengthened significantly.  

“Tianfeng Shuyuan” is the name of 

the Three-Self book store and 

publisher. Its WeChat account 

contains book sale information. 

Books listed there had titles such as: 

“Chinese JD Teaching Three-Self 

Patriotic Movement Selected Works.” 

“Walk with the Motherland, the 

Patriotic Historical Reflection of my 

country’s X Disciple”.   

When asked to explain this, the 

publisher said that English “JD” is 

the abbreviation for Ji Du (Christ) in 

Chinese Pinyin, and the words 

“God”(X) and “Lord” (X) were 

simply covered up by icons or color 

blocks. So we can see that even legal 

Christian entities are not exempt from 

internet censorship.  

In addition, we remember demolition 

of the crosses in Zhejiang in 2014, 

and ongoing destruction of Christian 

meeting places, burning of Christian 

books, closure of Christian schools, 

and the ban on under 18s entering 

churches to attend worship. All this 

official pressure seems to be 

(Continued from page 2 ) 



happening according to 

predetermined rules, and is 

implemented very systematically. 

Earlier this year, following closures 

due to the pandemic, churches and 

other religious sites ceased operation. 

However, due to improved control of 

the epidemic, other social activities 

have resumed in the second half of 

the year. Buddhist temples resumed 

operation in July 1, and there was a 

record high number of 637 million 

travelers during the October 1st 

Golden Week 2. And yet, as we 

approach the end of the year, 

churches everywhere are still quietly 

waiting for the government to allow 

them to reopen. 

We cannot foresee the challenges that 

churches will experience in the next 

forty years, but we do know that 

history is in God’s hands. Therefore, 

we still have reason to express our 

thanksgiving in the words of Psalm 

97: 2-7.  

“Clouds and thick darkness 

surround Him; righteousness and 

justice are the foundation of His 

throne. Fire goes before Him and 

burns up His adversaries round 

about. His lightnings lit up the 

world; the earth saw and trembled. 

The mountains melted like wax at 

the presence of the LORD, at the 

presence of the Lord of the whole 

earth. The heavens declare His 

righteousness, and all the peoples 

have seen His glory.  Let all those be 

ashamed who serve graven images, 

who boast themselves of idols; 

worship Him, all you gods.” 

1   
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